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DEUTBRON. Aber vi. Ver. 13. 


Thou faul, fear the Lord thy God, and = 
Hi inn, and 125 FY, by bis N ame. 
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11 E bar of God, in the lunge and ſtyle 
of ſcripture, is commonly uſed as a general 
character, and imports the ſurn and ſubſtance 
of religion. From whence we may collect 
the extenſive influenee' of this principle, which diffuſes 
itſelf through every branch of moral conduct. Thus 
we may obſerve it ſtands in the text; Thou ſhalt 
fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve Him, and ſhalt favear 

by 8 nt is, thou ſhalt preſerve an awful ſenſe 
of God in thy mind, be conſtant in his worſhip and 
ſervice, and then, whenever there is need for it, as in 
making covenants with thy neighbour, or in bearing 
teſtimony before a judge, Thou ſhalt ſwear by the name 
of God. The fear of God, we find, is a principle 
leading and directing to the HER performance of this 
duty: let him, who ſwears by the name of God, be 
influenced firſt by the fear of God, an awful appre- 
henſion of his Mfinite knowledge, and tremendous 
power, that he who" ſweareth may be-as be that: feareth 


an oath, 


B Amidſt 


y by 
| Did. 


(2) 

Amidſt the many complaints of the general deprayity 
and corruption of manners into which we are fallen, 
none is of a nature more alarming, than that of the pro- 
greſs of one evil among us, in the higheſt degree wicked 
in itſelf, and of moſt pernicious conſequence to ſociety 
I mean the dangerqus and horrid crime of /Perjury, 
which is not a more crying ſin, than, it is to be fear d, , 
common one. A dreadful and 8 circum- 
ſtance! which cannot ſure be a matter of indifference, 
but muſt give a very ſenſible concern to every true lover 
of his country, every good member of ſociety. An en- 
deavour to check the growth of this enormous evil can 
never be thought unſeaſonable; and therefore, upon this 
ſolemn occaſion, when the venerable miniſters, the 
guardians of the laws, are engaged in their important 
taſk of adminiſtering public juſtice, who can hape no 
other ſecurity in their deciſions and determinations, than 
what depends upon the reverence and regatd that is due 
to an oath, it will, I truſt, be no unſuitable ſubject, to 
ſhew this iniquity in its genuine colours and native 
horror; to exhibit the true nature of it, its real malignity, 
and certain.conſequences, to the end that all may unite 


their apdeavours to ſuppreſs, and prevent the ęffects af 
this mighty evil. | 


Secondly, to conſider the uſe and expedienqy of them to 
civil ſocieties. From which two points duly conlidered, 
we -ſhall more diſtinctiy fee, Eirſt, the deſormity and 
guilt: and, Secondly, the dangerous nature of perjury. 
I chall chen conclude with ſome, proper inferenges. . 


Firſt, 
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Fire, for the age nature at obi FR of oaths. 
In the words 'of my text, we- may obſerye, that the 
ſolemn worſhi of God, and folemn ſwearing by his 
name, are joined together by God himſelf, as acts 
of reiten: 110 this is the very text, which the ex- 
cellent Sanderſon produces, WIVES he. afferts an oath to 
be an act of religious worſhip *. It is founded upon 
the principle and belief which is common to all men, 
who have any religion ; and is indeed' a' moſt eminent 

of divine adoration, by which we do moſt empha- 
tically own and ze the Almighty to be the Sove- 
reign Lord ' and Governor of the World, the Higheſt 
and Su Power, to which the laſt tid final appeal 
is in all caſes to be made. It is an acknowledgment of 
his divine attributes; of his omnifcience extending itſelf 
to dur moR"inward thoughts and ſecret meanings; of his 
watchful providence over all our concerns ; of his good- 
neſs and juſtice in protecting right, and avenging per- 
fidivnſnels and wrong: that or the arbitration of con- 
troverted matters, and for the maintenance of truth and 
right, he has been pleaſed to lend us his great and tremen- 
dous name, to allow us to cite him for a witneſs, when- 
ever the exigency of the caſe requires it, and ĩt be neteſ- 
fary for us to give the ftrongeſt affurance we can of the 
truth and fincerity of our ns. An oath is there- 
fore a1moft Wienn invocation of God, as a moſt faithful 
witnefs to the truth of What we' depoſe, and he, who 
takes it, pawns all his faith, his hope, and truſt in God, 
upon this « Hue, that the Majeſty of Heaven will be a 
witnefs of his vera d. or an avenper of his falſhood: 
he binds his foul a moft erke and ſolemn obliga- 


e ee De Jur. Obl, Præt. prima. 
B 2 tion 


| (4) 
tion to anſwer before the Lteighty, and to abide hi; 
judgment at the great day of account, And hence it i 
that an oath is the ſureſt and beſt foundation for all that 
truſt and confidence, which men muſt repoſe in each 
other, for carrying on the. affairs of life, for the ſupport 
and welfare of ſociety : which leads, me to confider. the 
uſe, and expediency of oaths, to ciyil communities ; 


Which will be obvious to all who reflect, that the 
laws of every community oblige. us to yield our aſſent to 
that kind of proof, which we call moral evidence; for- 
aſmuch as the moſt important concerns of human liſe are 
conducted by it: and if we were incapable of arriving at 
any certainty in it, there could be no ſuch things as go- 
vernment, or ſociety, or commerce in the world. If 
thoſe, for inſtance, who are inveſted with the power of 
making and executing laws, were not allowed to judge 
by the teſtimony of others, and no crimes were to be 
puniſhed, but what they themſelves were eye-witneſles 
of, the abfurdity and inſufficiency of ſuch a rule would 
at firſt ſight appear —either they. muſt, be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil,, univerſally, or there would 
very rarely be woe unto him, in this world, by, whom 
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offence cometh. It would be impoſſible for the eye of 
Juſtice to, pervade and obſerve all the violences and out- 
7ages committed amongſt men, and therefore all fafe 
and protection would he loſt, and oy goods and perſons 
lie at the mercy of eyery. bold and ſucceſsful, offender. | 
For mutual confidence being the band which holds all 
communities together, if that was wanting, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee the beſt regulated ſocieties Aüſperlt, and flying 
like beaſts of prey from each other. Since therefore 
the diſſolution of government itſelf, and all civil . 
N £ 4 F „a ind ears ie mutrogrgu IU 
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(5) 

muſt inevitably follow the want of moral evidence, we 
are under a plain neceſſity of admitting ſuch truths as are 
fufkciently fecommended 10 us by the, teſtimony of 


others 3, and, ſince the Obligation of an oath. is the ſtrong- 


- 
- 


7 evident 3 for, where. there is experts 
ton of good faith. i there can, be no;confdence. . +." - 

The adminiſtration of juſtice between, man, and man 
makes it nec lla that teſtimony of facts he, alledged, 
and that the Witneſſes apprehend themſelyes obliged in 
the ſtrongeſt manner to diſcover the truth hat offices 
and employments, requiſite for the public ſervice, may 
be uprightly diſcharged, tis equally expedient that men. 
ſhould be firmly b perform the truſts. repoſed 
in them: That the ſafety of, governors may be provided 
or, and the, obedience. de t9, them, -Ecured from the 
attempts to Which th are. liable, tis no leſs requiſite, 
that the ſubject ſhould be tied with the ſtricteſt bands of 
allegiance z, That controverhies arifing about the proper- 
ties of men ſhould be fairly and, impartially determined, 


| Wh 


the public peace and ſafety xequire,,, In theſe, and many. 
caſes like t eſe, the intereſt 0 Rel b aruly concert 
that the Higheſt: obligations poſhble ſhould be laid; upon 
the conkienors of 0: Such is chat of an Oath, en- 
gaging men ter act With integrity and juſtice, upon the 
ſeeneeg 9nd, wog poyferful. matives, ebe hopes and 
ſcars of;faqurity, is impothbls to e 
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tis, in the nature of things, the, utmoſt; allurance, the 
laſt reſort of, haman faith, and. theretore.. the « careſt 
mark to diſtinguiſh truth, the ſureft touchſtone to try 
the metal. oy. 
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And cht it has Oy been Jookell Up not " 
where the light of true religion has prevailed, but 3 
far and wide as any fenſe of a Deity hath Tz whe 
The religion and ſanctity of a oath was held in the 
higheſt veneration among the heathens. Our an. 
t ceſtors, ſaid the Roman otator, had no faſter tie to 
* bind their faith than that of an Oath.” And we find 
on epi op! puniſhing perjury with death, as incluq. 

two the greateſt crimes, impiety towards the gods, 
a ſubverſion of the ftron ge foundation for truſt 
— men. 


And 'tis in this indeed that the faperiative blacknet ! 
and aggravated nature of this crime conſiſts; for it is 
_ a ſin againſt both tables. With reſpect to the 

— 'tis the higheſt affrotit and indignity that can be 
offer d him: the Formal citation of the Majeſty of hes. Wl 
ven "nd earth to bear his teſtimony to a lye, is ſetting Wil © 
him at defiance, renouncing all fear of him, and dit. 
carding all pretences to his favour. It neceffarily ; im- | 
plies one of theſe things, either a perſuaſion that he is WM 
unconcerned, and knoweth not what he faid, and ſo it 
robs Him of his omniſcience, or elſe that he is willing Wl 
to countenance a lye, and fo makes him a party in it, 
which is the height of blaſphemy. With reſpect to 
man, it needs but little ſagacity to diſcern of what in. 
jarions conſequence it muſt be to ſociety. If the moſt 
ſacred band of conſcience be diffolved, how can any 
confidence among men ſubfiſt? If the {wearer is not 


* Nullum a ad aſtringendam fidem juramento * arctius 


elle voluerunt. Ciczxo de offic. 3. 


bound, 


(7) 
bound, how can we ground a truſt upon his oath ? If 
there be no ſecurity, no reliance upon the credit of the 
witneſs, how can diſputes of property ever be deter- 
mined ? An oath for cornfir mat ion will no lon ger be an 
end of firife, but the ſource. itſelf af perplexity and 
doubt; and a eloud of witneſſes will only ſerve to bring 
darkneſs upon the cauſe. I might appeal here to the 
difficulties that aroſe in a late memorable + caſe, where 
the contrariety of evidence ſo embarraſſed and obſcured 
the truth, that the criterion of it was hard to be diſtin- 
guiſhed, where either the oppreſſion of innocence on 
che one hand, or arreſting the courſe of juſtice on the 
other, muſt have been the effect of hardy and abandoned 


perſury. 


= 


honeſt men may thus be undone by the lays themſelyes, 
murdered by the means intended far yheir protection, 


> * 


'Twas the deſign of path divine and human laws, 
that by the mouths of witneſſes the ecuth Mould be eſta- 
bliſhed ; but unrighteous teſtimony totally defeats this 
ination, The meaſure gf its guilr is of ſuch ganſtrous 


+ The caſe of Canning. De Rep. lib. iii. 611. 
5 ſize 
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(3) 
ſize,” that tis difficult to take tlie cottipalh” of it. It la 


in its ſimple nature the guilt of a lye: If given on pur. 


poſe to do miſchief, tis a pernicicus hye; as it calls G04 
to witneſs it, it amounts to blaff hemy. If the effeg 
wrought by it be the loſs of our neighbour's property * 
reputation, it incurs the guilt of theft, and is the work 
kind of robbery : Tf it conduces to the taking away 
his life, it riſes to the unnatural: fin of murder; mut. 
der aggravated with this flagrant circumſtance, that it 
is not committed accidentally, or by the ſudden outragt 
of paſſion, but ſolemnly and deliberately by the abuſe 
1word of juſtice. 


But the dangerous and deſtructive nature of this 
crime will appear ſtill greater to thoſe who conſide 
that there is no ſhield or defence againſt it : That 
neither the lives nor the properties of the greateſt or 
the beſt of men can be ſecure from the fatal effeq; 
of corrupt and abandoned pegury. The beſt proviſion 
that human laws can make "a be found to be incom- 
petent means. For the mg/t iſcerning jury, the moſt 
impartial judge muſt be determined by the evidence that 
lies before them; and if that prove falacious and de- 
ceitful, the beſt, the moſt righteous cauſe muſt fall to 
the ground. The deſcription which the wiſe man gives 
us of the deſtructive nature of this crime is remarkab| 
full to this purpoſe, * A falſe witneſs againſt his neigh- 
bour, ſays he, is a maul, and a ſword, and a ſharp ar- 
row : Meaning, no doubt, that no inſtrument of de- 
ſtruction ever was deviſed of more pernicious conſe- 
quence to human ſociety than perjury and breach of 
faith. 


* Prov. xxv. 18. 


We 
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We may behold the proceſs of this iniquity in the 
methods that were taken to ſhed the blood of Nabo:h : 
+ The elders and nobles of the city, at the command of je- 
zebel, ſet teu men, ſons of Beltal, before him, and they 
witneſſed againſt him, even againſt Naboth, in the pre- 


ſence of the pe le, ſaying, Naboth did blaſpbeme God 


and the king : Then they carried him forth out of the city, 
and floned him with ſtones that be died. 


How frail is the tenure of human life, if it may be 
blaſted in an inſtant by the corrupt breath of aban- 
doned men ! May the 22 of the Almighty, and the 


watchful care of providence over us, preſerve us from 
the effects of this dreadful evil. 


The miſchievous nature of this crime with reſpect to 
ſociety has appeared: let us view it a little in its con- 
ſequences to the falſe ſwearer, the perfidious wretch 
himſelf. Let him remember then, that no ſin that is 
committed can provoke the Divine Vengeance more: 
That the Almighty ſeems in honour concerned to vindi- 
cate his name from the abuſe, his authority from the 
contempt, his holy ordinance from the profanation which 
this crime implies. Accordingly the primary intention 
of the third commandment was to forbid this ſin; and 
to deter men from it, a ſevere threatning is annexed, 
For the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his 
name in vain. Tis a ſignal and remarkable judgment 
that the prophet denounces againſt this ſin, * God, 
ſays he, will 1 forth the curſe, and it ſhall enter into the 


+ 1 Kings xx. „ Zech. v. 4. 
"i | houſe 


. 


( 
houſe of him that fweareth falſely by the name of God, and 
yo lh nn 412 4 72 of and ſhall conſume it, 
with the timber thereof, and the ſtones thereof ; it ſhall re. 
main in the midft of his houſe, and ſhall conſume it. That 
is, the ſecret judgment of God will purſue this crime 
to the utter extirpation of a man, and his whole family, 
* Another circumſtance is of too much importance to 
be omitted, and ought indeed to awaken every commu- 
nity, which is, that we find public judgments attending 
the common practice of this crime, and that, as the pro. 
phet of old proclaimed, + becauſe of ſwearing the land 


mourneth. | 


We have ſeen the dangerous nature and fatal conſe. 
quences of this evil; and complaints of its encreaſe 
amongſt us are too notorious. How then to provide a 
remedy? All entruſted with the care of national virtue 
and happineſs will doubtleſs be extremely jealous of it, 
exett their beſt endeavours to vindicate the holy name of 
God from the blaſphemy of the lewd hirelings in per- 
jury, to diſcover thoſe lurking infidels that preſume to 
ſwear falſely by it even in their preſence, and with à 
reſentment like unto God's, to | cauſe their anger 10 
ſmoke againſt that man. enn 


Tis of the plaineſt importance to civil ſociety, whoſe- 
very being, as well as welfare, is inſepatable from the 
religion of oaths, to guard them with all imaginable 
care from abuſe and proſtitution. Some Have appre- 


„»A like puniſhment againſt perjury was dehouneed by the oracle at 
Delphos, as it is recorded by Herodotus, lib. 3,-Kpaur; M periggerui 
obus 30%) TEE ven eſtar nav lr d, f Jerem. xxiil, 10. 


| 4 Deut. XXiX... 20. his ded, 
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hended, that much of their Strength and force is ener- 
vated by too frequent and careleſs application of them, 
and that if a recourſe to them was had more rarely, the 
reverence due to them would probably better be pre- 
ſerved: but this in deference to the wiſdom of their 
ſuperiors. Tisitrue indeed the degeneracy of the times, 
the frequency of villanies, the increaſe of perfidiouſ- 
neſs and fraud among us, have made the uſe of them 
more ordinary than would otherwiſe have been neceſ- 
ſary. For if the laws of our religion had their due in- 
fluence upon the minds of men in all other inſtances, 
they would fly to this greateſt ſecurity of all only in 
caſes of the higheſt and moſt important nature. 


But ſecondly, for the reaſons already alledged, we 
ſhould doubtleſs reject with abhorrence every doctrine 
that tends to diminiſh the confidence and ſecurity which 
are denied to ſociety from the uſe of this inſtitution. 


Need I mention, upon this occaſion, that of equivoca- 


tion or mental reſervation, the uſe of which, to the in- 
finite ſcandal of the Chriſtian name, and the palpable 
prejudice of human ſociety, we know has been men- 
tioned to be lawful. For firſt, what can be a greater 
affront to the God of truth, than to uſe his name to de- 
ceive? And ſecondly, all methods of mutual obligation, 
enforced by terms of the plaineſt meaning, can be of no 
uſe to human life, if any man, by his tacit intention, 
could hinder any act from obtaining the effect it was at 
firſt intended to produce. Truth is the band of union, 
and the baſis of human happineſs: without this virtue, 
there is no reliance upon language, no confidence in 
friendſhip, no ſecurity in promiſes and oaths: If there 
was nothing but ambiguity and ambuſh in words, if 

C. busen 50 they 
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they were made uſe of to conceal fraud, to evade juſtice 
and over-reach the unwary, nothing but fears and jeg. 
louſies, diſtance and diſregard, diſtruſt and ' averſion 
could be the conſequence. To this we may add, that 
tis the vaineſt preſumption that can enter into the mind 
of man to imagine, that by ſuch acts he can elude the 
guilt of perjury, while in reality he increaſes” it, þ 
adding to his iniquity the impudent folly of mocking 
God, and deceiving himſelf. | FS 


Of near affinity to this doctrine is the preſumption of 
diſpenſing with oaths, a piece of arrogance and impiety, 
ſubverſive of faith and common honeſty, which no 
power could lay claim to, but that which, with equal 
modeſty, pretends to infallibility. 7 | 


But thirdly, another very important conſideration ſug. 
geſts itfelf to us upon this occaſion, Whether the pub- 

lic utility is not much endangered by the practice of vain 
and common ſwearing, which prevails to an enormous 
degree, to the great reproach of our country and reli. 
gion, and naturally leads to the horrible fin of perjury ? 
for falſe ſwearing, ſays one, naturally ſpringeth out of 
much ſwearing. The ſame want of conſcience and con- 
ſideration, which can ſuffer men in common converſa- 
tion, to violate the laws of God, in uttering bitter oaths, 
and horrid imprecations, will tend to leſſen upon their 
minds that awful ſenſe and reverence of an oath, which 
can alone reſtrain from perjury. For that prohibition in 
ſcripture, Swear not at all, was plainly intended, not as 
ſome weak minds have imagined, againſt ſwearing in 
general, upon ſolemn and proper occaſions, but to pre- 
ſerve a regard to the ſacred nature of an. oath. What- 
ever may be pretended, there is great room to doubt, 


whether 
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whether he who has caſt off all ſenſe and fear of God, 
and every hour dares openly reproach and deſpiſe him 
by a ſacrilegious abuſe of his name, will be properly 
awed and reſtrained by a little more ſolemnity that is re- 
quired in public hearing before a magiſtrate. Little 
reliance can be had upon his teſtimony, who feareth not 
an oath. | 11] 


And as there 1s a certain proneneſs and declivity in vice, 
it is not to be doubted, but the practice of lying is a miſ- 
chief, leading to the evil we complain of. We know it 
to be a fertile principle, containing the ſeeds of various 
productions. It is often the firſt ill quality a ſinner ſets 
out with : it batters down the defences of virtue, lays 
the conſcience waſte, and makes a breach for the enemy 
to enter. It is ſeldom a vice, that is ſolitary, unattended 
with others : how often do we ſee people advance from 
lying to ſtealing, and from theft to murder? If we exa- 
mine but the lives of malefactors, and trace them to 
their execution,” we ſhall frequently find this the firſt 
link in the. fatal chain. There is certainly a near con- 
nexion between theſe crimes, or an eaſy gradation from 
one to the other, help'd on by the ſame encouragement, 
the hope of concealment, and advantage ſome ſtrangely 
preſume upon, as if it was an armour of proof through 
which there is no reaching their hearts. And it is there- 
fore, that theſe crimes are ſo nearly allied, that they are 


involved under the ſame condemnation, + A falſe witneſs 


periſh. 


But whatever other crimes may lead to this, and 
be productive of it, whatever means human wiſdom. 


ſhall not go unpuniſbed, and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall 


+ Prov. xix. . 


may 
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may preſcribe-to-cure it, the only ſure reſtraint» apa; 
By . — other evil, is the great 9 
tioned in the text, the Fear , God, the confideration of 
which I would chuſe to leave upon your minds, in 
concluſion of the preſent ſubject. 11 + 


Human laws and penalties will be found to be weak 
ties, or reſtraints from evil, where this 1s deficient, 
here there is no regard to a future ſtate, or the powers 
of the world to come. It is the intereſt therefore of all 
concerned for the public weal, to endeavour to- cheriſh, 
encourage, and keep alive upon the minds of men x 
ſenſe of religion. For in this conſiſts the very eſſence 
of an oath : it can have no weight or ſtrength; but 
what is deriv'd from hence; ſo that Mr. Lock very judi- 
ciouſly inferr'd, that an Atheiſt is not to be tolerated in 
civil ſocieties, for that having no religion, he cannot give 
that ſecurity, upon which all ſocieties. are founded, 
For what aſſurance can there be of the veracity of any 
| teſtimony, but upon preſumption, that the perſon who 
( gives it, is under the fear of that God, to whom he 
ſolemnly appeals? Thus when the reſtraints of religion 
are removed, what can enſue, but confuſion and every 
evil work? Princes will be deprived of their beſt ſecu- 
rity, the lives and eſtates of private perſons expoſed to 
uncertainty, and all the confidence which men can have 
in the faith of one another, ſhaken and diſſolv'd. But 
when an awful regard to God prevails, and a ſenſe of re- 
ligion takes place, ſociety is ſecured, and government 
becomes a bleſſing. The ſubject's duty is then fixed 
upon a certain baſis, and derives its obedience from the 
ſtrongeſt motive, when he knows and conſiders, that 


there is no power but of God, that he muſt needs be ſubje# 
not 


„ 5 
not only for ruth, but conſcience) te. The magiſtra th 


l Wa, 


te 
his part will know himſelf to be under the ftrongeft ob. 
ligations, the moft powerful | Engagem ment | to dec re < | 
juſtice, when he remembers whole niiniſter and repre. 
ſentative he is, and that he 7udges not for men, but For the 
Lord. The witneſs, when he is to deliver his teſtimony 
to the court, and the oath is adminiſtered, will conſider. 
himſelf, as if addreſſed to in theſe ſolemn words, I ad- 
jure thee by the living God, that thou tell us the truth : all 
alike influenced, by the ſame awful conſideration, that 
they muſt one day appear together before the throne of that 
Judge, to whoſe eyes all things are open, and to whom all. 
muſt render an account. | 


S S 7 => 


K © ” e 


That there is a juſt and righteous God that governs 
the world, that ſearches the heart and tries the reins *, as. 
he expreſſes himſelf to his prophet Jeremiah, even to 
give every man according to his ways; and according to the 
fruit of bis doing, is a perſwaſion of the greateſt force, 
and moſt extenſive influence. The ſinner may think to 
elude the force of the laws by guarding againſt fleſh and 
blood: the falſe ſwearer. to infer ſecurity to himſelf;, 
from the. hope of keeping cloſe from human diſcovery : - *-- 
but if they once give admiſſion to the awful idea of 24 
ture judgment, and general retribution ; if they, once 
bring themſelves to conſider, that, at the laſt great ge, 
a light ſhall be ſtruck into all the works of darkneſs, 
through all the receſſes of ſubtlety, through all the diſ- 
guiſes of hypocriſy, that the maſk ſhall be pulled off.” 
from all ifſembled virtues, and every vice ſhall appear 
in its proper colour, and every ſecret injury proclaim. its 
author, and that ſentence ſhall then paſs upon every. 
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an according to his works; its influence muſt imme. 


ely take * check very extravagance, regul 
ery thought, word, and work, and thus N * 
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